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Welcome!

Why you need to read the rest of this syllabus…

You should consider this syllabus as a contract between you (the student) and me (the teacher).  It includes all of the policies and procedures you need to know to successfully take this course, as well as the behavior that I expect of all of my students.  For my part, I will honor all of the specifications laid out in this document.  No changes will be made without advance notice being given in the course announcements area.  Students with documented IEPs or 504 plans will be given accommodations appropriate for their individual plans.  Contact the school’s Special Education department for more information.  
Course Objectives:

· Students will be exposed to current news and events happening throughout the world, nation, state, and locally by using various types of media sources.  Media sources include newspaper, magazines, television, radio, internet, and social media. 

· Students will learn about the historical impact media has had on society through major events that unfolded through media to the public. 

· Students will demonstrate an understanding on current events through weekly quizzes, focused activities, unit tests, class participation, and a cumulative project. 

Course Outline:

During each unit students will be introduced to a certain form of media for their current events. Students will learn how that media provides current events and what students should consider when getting their current events from that resource.  In addition, students will use that resource to keep on the current events that take place, real time, during that unit. 

· Unit 1 – Introduction to Current Events/ History of Media’s Impact on Current Events

· Types of Media – Newspapers & Magazines In this unit students will be introduced to their course project and the importance of keeping up with current news.  Students will learn how different sources of media have brought current events to the public. 
· Students will learn about how newspapers and magazines provide news and current events.  Students will focus on parts of the paper that provide real news in comparison to editorial; fact versus opinion.  Students will engage with newspapers and magazines (online or offline) to keep up with current events that take place, real time, during that unit. 
· Unit 2 – Types of Media – Television & Radio

· Students will learn about how television and radio provide news and current events.  Students will focus on how different sources provide different views of the events. Focus will include conservative versus liberal news; evening news versus cable news.   Students will engage with television and radio (online or offline) to keep up with current events that take place, real time, during that unit. 

· Unit 3 & 4 – Types of Media – Internet and Social Media

· Students will learn about how the internet and social media  provide news and current events.  Students will see the difference between mainstream media and new media by reviewing online items such as blogs.  Students will learn how social media has recently played a part in the unfolding of major events worldwide.  Students will engage internet sources and social media to keep up with current events that take place, real time, during that unit. 

· Unit 5 – Local News & Events

· Students will learn how local news (television, radio, newspaper) is provided as well how community events such as school board, township, and city council meetings impact the public.  Students will be introduced to local news through various sources that include attending real community meetings and/or reading meeting minutes.  In addition, students will locate community resources to find out about simple local events.  Students will understand that the news may not go beyond their local area, it may have a greater impact on day to day life for people in that community. 

· Course Project

· Students will identify a large news story and follow coverage throughout the six weeks of the course. Students will be responsible to correlating there sources, provide examples (links) to sources, and writing there opinion on the story.
Contacting the Teacher

It is your responsibility to contact me with any questions you may have.  Don’t wait until the last minute – when a question arises, ask it early.  When you have questions about course content or assignments submit those to me by kmail.  Alternately, you can also attend my weekly Office Hours, call my office phone, or contact me via my YahooIM – see the teacher contact information for this information.

Late Policy
· Graded assignments should be turned in on the specified due date.
· Graded assignments should be completed and submitted no later than midnight (Eastern Standard Time) on Sunday of each week.
· Every Monday morning I will enter the gradebooks and enter 0’s for any missing assignments from the previous week.  Just because I have entered a zero does not mean you cannot go back and complete that particular assignment.  I do this so you have an accurate idea of what your current grade in the course is based on assigned vs. completed assignments.
Academic Integrity (Cheating and Plagiarism)

Dictionary.com defines plagiarism as follows:
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1. the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one's own original work. 
2. something used and represented in this manner. 

plagiarism. (n.d.). Dictionary.com Unabridged. Retrieved May 17, 2010, from Dictionary.com website: http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/plagiarism
Plagiarism and cheating are serious offenses and taken seriously. Students who use all or part of someone else’s work without appropriate credit or citation is in violation of these policies. 

Students will receive a zero on any submitted assignment containing all or part of work not completed as their own work, or properly cited within the assignment.

Students assisting other students to cheat or plagiarize are also considered academic dishonesty and in violation of this policy, and will receive a grade of zero on their assignment submission.
First Offense: The first time a student fails to cite the source of information in an essay or research paper, he/she will be advised of proper citation methods.  Further infractions will result in the student receiving a grade of zero on the item or assignment.  Copying and pasting full phrases or sentences from websites or elsewhere when you are not the author is considered plagiarism.  Summarizing a fact that is not common knowledge without indicating where you found the fact is also plagiarism.
Further Offenses: Students who are found guilty of cheating or plagiarism more than once, are referred to the school administration for breach of the school’s Academic Integrity policies and Behavior Code. 

Academic Integrity Prevention: I may utilize a technology that helps to prevent cheating for some written assignments and tests.  Prior to submitting a written assignment or taking an assessment, you may be prompted to install and/or use a small piece of software on your computer.  You will be required to install this piece of software before continuing on to take the assessment.  Once you access the test, you will be unable to copy, paste or open new browser windows or programs during the assessment.  If you have trouble, contact K12 Customer Care for assistance.  Contact me immediately if Customer Care cannot resolve your issue.

Attendance

Regular and daily attendance is required:

· You must visit the course and complete the scheduled work in it every school day
· You are expected to review any updated Course Announcements and Threaded Discussions
· You should expect to spend 120 minutes each day reading, responding, and completing other activities both on and offline  

· Send a K-Mail if you are unable to visit the course on any given day

· If you encounter technical difficulties, contact me by phone.  

· If you do not contact me in advance of a day of missing activity, you can expect to hear directly from me
· Students who do not actively participant in the course will be referred to the school administration
Teacher Availability and Communications

After a few days, you will have a lot more freedom in your daily schedule.  This goes for teachers as well!  This means that, although we are both working in the course everyday, we may be working at very different times of the day.  When you and I happen to be online and working at the same time, I might not be immediately available.  Most of my day is spent responding to student questions, grading and returning assignments, and answering K-Mail and returning phone messages.  
Feel free to contact me when needed, but please understand that I might be in the middle grading or helping another student at this time.  You may need to leave me a message if you call, or wait for a short time to receive answers online.  

I am always available during my office hours.
If you would like to schedule time for a private conference, please request these at least 3 to 5 days in advance of the day you are available.  The more notice you provide me; the more likely I can accommodate your scheduling needs.

Submitting Assignments and File Types
Assignment submissions:  Student assignments will be submitted using kmail.  When an assignment is due please type the answers directly into the kmail or use a Microsoft Office file type and attach it to a kmail unless otherwise directed.  
File type and size: Try to keep the size of files you submit to fewer than 3 MB.

Unless otherwise indicated in the assignment directions, the only file types you should submit to me are .doc, .txt, and .tif.  Assignments in other formats will be returned for resubmission.

Expectations of Difficulty, Participation and Time Commitment

Students often find that going to school online takes more time and may be more difficult than expected.   Be prepared to spend more time and effort than a traditional school, however keep in mind you have many ways to obtain assistance. 

You can expect to spend at least 120 minutes on this course each day, to be successful in this class. If you are not spending enough time, the class is too easy or difficult, please request an appointment to meet with me, or stop in during Office Hours so we can review what you are doing each day.  If you need assistance creating a personal schedule, staying on task and motivated, or need help creating an effective home learning environment, feel free to contact ma and I will assist you any way I can.  
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